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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
A warm welcome to this review of our activities in 2019.

We were delighted, once again, to support a wide range of organisations 
that provide many benefits to Barnes residents, especially those most 
in need; and also to support many people individually. We were also 
pleased to invest in the property and gardens at Walsingham Lodge, 
where we welcomed four new residents. I hope that you gain a flavour of 
the results in this Review. 

During the year, we also made plans for our 50th anniversary in 2020. 
Some have already come to fruition. We hope to make progress after 
the Summer on others, including updating our understanding of needs in 
Barnes, to ensure our grant making is as effective as possible. In 
the meantime, we have of course focused on responding to 
the coronavirus pandemic, and on striving to play our part 
in alleviating its impacts on our community. 

Sarah Wilson Wilson  
Chair, The Barnes Fund Trustee Ltd

Responding to coronavirus
In response to the unprecedented situation and in 
recognition of our role within Barnes, we made an early decision 
to respond to the coronavirus pandemic by using some of our reserves 
to enable grant giving in 2020 to exceed the annual income available 
for this purpose. So far, we have increased our funding of the Foodbank 
at the Castelnau Community Project; provided seed funding for the 
Community Kitchen set up by the OSO; and released extra funding to 
FiSH Neighbourhood Care, chiefly to support longer Helpline hours.  We 
are also seeing increased referrals, and expect the number of grants to 
individuals to grow as the economic consequences of the crisis unfold. 

At Walsingham Lodge, we have worked closely with our managing agent, 
RLHA, to reduce the risk of infection, in line with official and Almshouse 
Association advice.

Looking forward
2020 is the 50th anniversary of the charity in its current form. We are 
marking this through initiatives aimed at ensuring we are best placed to 
meet the needs of the Barnes community going forward. So far we have:

● changed our name to The Barnes Fund: our aims are to focus on our 
purpose, Supporting the Community of Barnes, and to use terminology 
which is contemporary, approachable and respectful, while staying 
mindful of the charity’s long history; 



● launched a new website www.thebarnesfund.org.uk, to raise 
awareness of the charity and to enhance accessibility for both grant 
and sheltered housing applicants; and

● refurbished the Walsingham Lodge lounge, to provide an inviting and 
sociable space for residents and, on occasion, the wider community.

WHO WE ARE AND WHAT WE DO 

Grant making 
The Index of Multiple Deprivation (IMD) 2019 reveals that Barnes has 
concentrations of high need, with North Barnes within the most deprived 
35% of neighbourhoods in the UK and having the fifth highest deprivation 
level in Richmond. Barnes also has a higher proportion of people over 55 
than London as a whole and one of the highest number aged 55+ that 
live alone in the Borough. In addition, mental health continues to be cited 
as a major cause of the difficulties faced by many people.

This is the context we faced when planning for our grant-making in 2019. 
In the year we awarded £281,999 in grants, representing an 11% increase 
over the year before. The value of grants actually paid in 2019 (and 
reflected in the accounts) differs slightly, as some grants are pending 
payment at the year end. In 2019, the Fund paid £234,895 to organisations, 
and £24,281 to individuals facing hardship and for education. 

We also reclassified some of the organisations we fund to reflect more 
consistently the services they provide, with the result that 70% of 
our grants were awarded to relieve sickness (both physical and 
mental) and economic hardship and to support older people. 
29% was for education. Due to this revised definition, provision 
of funding for Recreation & Leisure was just 1%. This is not 
to ignore the enormous good that recreation provides, but 
rather to recognise the scale of other needs that exist in our 
community, and the relative difficulty that they often have in 
raising funds.

Grants towards Capital Projects 
The fund holds reserves that it is able to use for Capital 
Projects. Over the years, many of the buildings in 
Barnes have received the Fund’s help with the costs 
of anything from a small decorating job to a full 
refurbishment. Examples include several of the 
churches; Castelnau Centre Project; Old Sorting 
Office; Mortlake Scouts Hall; Barn Elm Sports Trust; 
and Barnes Common. In 2019 two capital grants 
were awarded to the Castelnau Community 

www.thebarnesfund.org.uk


Project – one for renovation of the main hall ceiling and the other to build 
a lobby on the first floor to create a confidential meeting place. 

Walsingham Lodge: Our sheltered housing  
Following appointment of RLHA (ELM Group) as our new Managing 
Agent in May 2019, a number of property works have been completed 
at Walsingham Lodge, and we are also pleased to have been able 
to develop the communal gardens and refurbish the lounge. These 
contribute to meeting our vision for Walsingham Lodge: to be known as 
a friendly, safe, supportive place where older people live independently, 
with peace of mind, enjoying their homes and shared areas in a caring 
community. FiSH Neighbourhood Care continued to provide a monthly 
lunch during 2019, and newly organised social activities for the residents 
included Yoga, a Reading Group, and fortnightly visits from 3-4 year 
olds from the Castelnau Centre Project playgroup. At Christmas we 
enjoyed carols and bells from Churches Together in Barnes, a concert by 
the Barnes Community Choir and children from Lowther School joined 
residents in decorating the communal lounge.

There are 33 affordable flats or bungalows at Walsingham Lodge for 
people who are aged 60 or more, or are disabled, who are of limited 
means and in need of sheltered housing, and who are resident in 
or connected to Barnes. There are also five leasehold bungalows, 
independently traded on the open market, where leaseholders must be 
over 60. All residents share the communal facilities, a 24-hour alarm system 
and a Housing Services Officer to help them to manage day-to-day needs 
independently in their own home. If you or anyone you know is interested 
in applying to join the Housing Register and be considered for our next 
vacancy in sheltered accommodation, please visit our website  
www.walsinghamlodge.org.uk or call on 020 8741 8148.

https://thebarnesfund.org.uk


GRANTS OVERVIEW 2019 

A summary of the grants paid in 2019

These data refer to grants paid in the year. The total awarded in the year was higher, at £282k.

£259k
Paid in grants 

30%
Educational 
organisations

3%
Education grants 

to individuals

6%
Relief of poverty  

– individuals

17%
Relief of poverty  
– organisations

38
Grants to organisations 
£235k 

72
Grants to individuals 
£24k 

2%
Provision of 

recreation & 
leisure facilities

42%
Age, distress & 
sickness relief – 
organisations

The table below lists the grants paid, allocated to each of our objectives.

Relief of distress and sickness £83,473
Clergy discretionary grants £1,500
Integrated Neurological Services £4,000
MID Mediation and Counselling £4,000
Richmond Aid £11,500
Richmond Carers Centre £5,000
Crossroads Care – Richmond and  
Kingston Upon Thames £19,650
Richmond Mencap £5,000
Richmond Mind £13,223
Multicultural Richmond £1,000
Crossways Pregnancy  
Crisis Centre £3,500
Off the Record £12,600
Glass door homeless charity £2,500

Provision of recreation & leisure £4,000
Mortlake Community Association £3,000
Barnes Music Society £500
Mortlake Scout Group £500

Age £22,650  
FiSH Neighbourhood Care £7,250
Age UK Richmond Upon Thames £15,400

Grants to individuals for  
relief of poverty £15,824

Relief of Poverty £42,060
Richmond Food Bank £3,500
Richmond Citizens  
Advice Bureaux £38,560

Education Grants  
to Individuals £8,457

Education £75,758
Orange Tree Theatre £5,000
Kick London £2,000
Holly Lodge Centre £3,000
Richmond Music Trust £1,300
Action Attainment £9,218
The River Thames  
Boat Project £2,400
Castelnau Centre Project £41,840
LVA Trust £3,500
Barnes Children’s Literature £500
Pictologue £5,000
Harlequins £2,000



STORIES OF PEOPLE WE SUPPORTED
Here are just three of many stories, and more can be found at:  
www.thebarnesfund.org.uk/get-involved/.

Pictologue ToyBox
A new organisation for us in 2019, Pictologue supports children 
with speech, language and emotional needs. Therapeutic play 
in mixed ability, community settings helps children interact with 
their peers using games, shapes, toys and sensory activity.

They applied to us for a grant to extend their ToyBox Scheme 
to more nursery school children in Barnes. The £5,000 grant 
helps make these Toyboxes available to borrow free of charge 
to children in low income families. More spaces are accessible 
for free or reduced rates to children who are then referred to 
Pictologue’s speech therapy service. www.pictologue.co.uk

Crossroads Care Richmond & Kingston
The theme of carers has been in the news recently, not only due 
to Coronavirus, but as evidence mounts of the numbers of people, young 
and old, who care for others, loved ones and family members.

Crossroads Care RK provides home and community respite care services 
to those Carers and the people they care for. 

When a Crossroads carer takes over, they give the permanent carer a 
respite break. This is time to recharge, secure in the knowledge that their 
loved one is being looked after by a professional, experienced Care 
Support Worker. Social activities are also provided to enable carers to 
spend time together. The Saturday Club provides activities for children and 
young people with additional needs who are also Young Carers.

The Barnes Fund awarded £19,650 to Crossroads in 2019.  
www.crossroadscarerk.org

Off the Record
Off The Record Twickenham is a charity providing the only drop-in 
counselling, information and sexual health service for young people 
aged 11–24 who live, work or study in Richmond Borough. Their aim is for 
every young person to have the skills and confidence to overcome life’s 
challenges. They provide help early when it is most needed, to improve the 
emotional and mental well-being of hundreds of young people at a time 
when they are experiencing unprecedented levels of stress and anxiety. 

In 2019 The Barnes Fund granted £12,600 to enable an Off The Record 
satellite room to be based at Essex House GP surgery for Barnes residents. 
www.otrtwickenham.com

http://thebarnesfund.org.uk/get-involved/
https://www.pictologue.co.uk
http://www.crossroadscarerk.org
https://otrtwickenham.com


OUR FINANCIAL POSITION 

Summary of the financial activities for the year 2019

The charity’s assets 

Statement of Financial Activities 2019 £ thousands

Opening assets at 1st Jan 2019  £11,659

Total income  £702

Charitable activities: almshouses and leasehold bungalows £368

Investment income: Walsingham Lodge £18

Investment income: The Barnes Fund (grant making) £316

Total expenditure  (£769)

Almshouses and leasehold bungalows (£460)

Grants and associated activities  (£309)

NET gain (or loss) on investments  £1,574

Closing assets at 31st Dec 2019  £13,166

Total gain for the year  £1,507

The charity’s net assets at end December 2019 £ thousands 

 Related to Related to
 sheltered housing grant making Total

Tangible assets £1,461  £1,461
Almshouses at Walsingham Lodge

Investment property  £621 £621
Freehold interests around  
Queens Ride SW13

Investments under management £441 £10,188 £10,629

Net current assets £326 £129 £455
Cash plus net debtors

Total assets £2,228 £10,938 £13,166



Applying to The Barnes Fund 
If you are a resident of Barnes, The Barnes Fund is here to support you. 
We have been supporting people in our community since 1970, when 
the current charity was created. Our grants provide the following: help 
to older people; help to people who are in fi nancial hardship; help for 
people who are ill, physically and mentally; funding for leisure, the arts, 
sport and recreational facilities; and educational opportunities for people 
who otherwise could not attend college. If you feel that the Fund could 
help you, you can apply to us in the following ways: visit our website at 
www.thebarnesfund.org.uk/the-barnes-fund/ or your referrer will be able 
to help you make the application.

OUR TRUSTEES AND WHAT THEY BRING 
The Barnes Fund and Walsingham Lodge Trust have a corporate Trustee, 
The Barnes Fund Trustee Ltd. The Trustee has nine directors, whom we 
generally refer to as trustees. Sarah Wilson is the Chair. All trustees live in 
Barnes and are invited to join the Board so that we have a wide range of 
expertise and experience in the team. In 2019, Ken McFarlane, became a 
trustee and treasurer after Michael Murison’s tenure ended. 

The Board is responsible for strategy, policy and budget setting and, 
from 2019, we have created two separate committees – for Walsingham 
Lodge, and for Grant Making. In 2020 we have added a separate 
Investment Committee. You can fi nd out more about us on our website.

Once the full Report and Accounts are published, they will be available to 
read at www.thebarnesfund.org.uk/annual-accounts 

The Company name and number: 
The Barnes Fund Trustee Limited 10873803 

The Charity names and numbers:
The Barnes Fund 200103 
The Walsingham Lodge Trust 200103-1 

Our website
www.thebarnesfund.org.uk

http://thebarnesfund.org.uk/the-barnes-fund/
http://thebarnesfund.org.uk/annual-accounts/
https://thebarnesfund.org.uk



